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In recent years, developing free zones has become as one of the development tools
in regional planning. These zones are built with the goal of achieving growth and
development in different aspects of social, physical, infrastructure, environmental
and particularly economic. Although free zones’ success is affected by different
factors, these zones also effect on their adjacent settlements and may lead to lead
to increase or decrease of their quality. Thirty years’ experience of building free
zones (mostly trade ones) in various parts of Iran expresses that these zones in spite
of having effects on surrounding areas especially in field of urban growth.

In accordance with Article 1 of the Law on the Administration of the Free Trade
and Industrial Zones of the Islamic Republic of Iran “, the objectives of the estab-
lishment of free zones” carrying out infrastructure, civil and economic develop-
ment “,” economic growth and development “,” investment and increase public
revenue “,” creation of healthy employment and It has been the productive “active
presence in global and regional markets”, the “production and export of industrial
and convertible goods” and the “provision of public services” that they have not
achieved some earlier objectives.

In this regard, it seems that analyzing each zone in order to solve the current prob-
lems, is necessary. So the objective of this research is analyzing the objectives re-
alization of building free zones and also their impacts on urban growth intensity
in three Iranian zones: Arvand, Qeshm and Maku. The method of this research
is descriptive — analytical based on documental studies. Quantitative methods in
SPSS software specially measuring correlation are used in analysis. The results

1. Ph.D. in Urban Planning, Art University, Tehran, Iran.

E- mail: arash.sadeghian@yahoo.com

2. Professor, Department of Urban Planning and Design, School of Architecture and Urban Studies, Art University, Teh-
ran, Iran.

E- mail: Barakpoor@art.ac.ir



121

Analyzing the Objectives Realization of Developing Free Zones and Their Impacts

on Urban Growth Intensity, Case studies: Three Iranian Free Zones

show that succeed in achieving the goals of building these zones is relative but
there is a positive correlation between increasing urban growth and increasing
investment, decreasing imports, appropriate distribution of jobs and increasing
financial resources. The negative correlation of export growth factors with urban
growth is also due to increased export of goods (industrial or agricultural, etc.) and
not services in these areas, also due to the establishment and growth of activities
outside urban areas Overall, urban development in free zones has led to improved
quality of life and employment in their cities, but they are far from creating an
urban environment conducive to greater investment and global competitiveness.

Keywords: Regional Planning, Intensity of Urban Growth, Maku; Arvand;
Qeshm Free Zones





