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Urban planning, as a professional activity, is ethically complex. and all its aspects,
from theoretical thoughts to professional activities, are related to ethical issues.
This relationship is so strong that for thinking clearly and comprehensively about
planning one should develop some understanding of how key ideas in ethics relate
to planning and their integration into this profession. One way of merging ethical
ideas in planning profession is to integrate it into the professional codes. This re-
search aims to present a clear image of the relationship between the moral philoso-
phy and the planning profession, in particular the codes of professional ethics, and
examines the position of these ethical theories in planning ethical codes. In this
regard, by using the meta-synthesis method and focusing on the studies that have
dealt with the application of ethical theories in planning, this research has exam-
ined the relationship between these theories and the content of the ethical codes
of planning in Iran, America and Canada. The results of the synthesis of qualitative
studies and the examination of the relationship between the ethical principles and
the ethical codes of Iran, the United States and Canada show that the American
ethical code are most closely related to ethical theories and various ethical ideas
have been involved in the formulation of these codes, from classical theories such
as Bentham’s theory to more recent theories such as feminist ethics and Moral
theory of Deleuze and Guattari, from teleological theories to deontological The-
ories and virtue ethics. Almost all ethical theories examined in qualitative research
can be traced in Canada’s code of professional ethics, especially environmental
ethics and its different approaches. Ethical codes related to planning in Iran have
a limited relationship with normative theories, and the relevant ones are related
to more classic theories such as Kant’s and Ross’s theories. In other words, moral
codes in Iran are focused on deontology and pay little attention to utilitarianism
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and virtue ethics. Considering that most of the selected qualitative researches were conducted in the USA and
Canada, it can be said that there is a relationship between the amount of attention paid to the moral philoso-
phy in researches and the formulation of professional ethical codes. In Iran, where independent ethical codes
have not yet been defined for urban planning, currently paying attention to normative and ethical theories
and especially local ethical ideas and opinions in planning researches can play a decisive role in regulating and
defining the scope and content of the special code of ethics for planning in the future. In fact, such researches
lead to a better and stronger relationship between the philosophy of ethics and the planning profession in the
long run.Keyword: Local Governance, Political Community, Citizenship
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